
 

 
 

  



  

  
 

Schedule 

  

5:30 PM  Guest arrival and cocktails 

6:30 PM Graduation and awards ceremony 

7:30 PM Dinner   

8:30 PM Closing remarks 

  

Land Acknowledgment 

The UBC Department of Surgery would like to acknowledge that the land 
on which we gather today in person for this celebration is the traditional, 
ancestral, and occupied territory of the xwməθkwəy̓əm (Musqueam) 
Nation. For millennia, this nation has passed on its culture, history, and 
traditions from one generation to the next on this site. We invite each 
attendee to reflect on the ongoing effects of settler colonialism and 
question what it means to teach and learn on occupied lands. 
 

View the interactive map of BC First Nations communities and lands 
https://www.bcafn.ca/first-nations-bc/interactive-map  

https://www.bcafn.ca/first-nations-bc/interactive-map


 

 
 

 

 

Dr. Gary Redekop, MD, FRCSC  
Head, Department of Surgery 
C.N. Woodward Chair 

Message from the Head 
 

As we bring another academic year to a close, I am once again filled with 
immense pride in the outstanding accomplishments within our Department of 
Surgery. Our faculty, trainees, and staff have continued to provide exemplary 
patient care, marked by extraordinary skill, compassion, and commitment. The 
many lives impacted through your efforts are a testament to the values that 
define us. 
Our educational programs remain strong, and this year, our surgical residents 
have shown exceptional growth, professionalism, and dedication. To the 
graduating residents—congratulations. Your persistence, resilience, and 
passion for learning have been inspiring. As you take your next steps, I am 
confident you will make meaningful contributions to the field of surgery. 
To our faculty and staff—thank you. Your unwavering dedication, leadership, 
and mentorship continue to shape our learners and support the success of our 
clinical and academic missions. The collaborative and supportive environment 
you foster is what allows us to innovate and thrive together. 
This year’s event is especially meaningful for me personally, as it marks my 
final month as Head of the Department of Surgery. It has been a tremendous 
honour to serve in this role. At this gathering, I will have the privilege of saying 
farewell and formally passing the torch to Dr. Ahmer Karimuddin, who will 
assume the role of Department Head. I know he will lead the department with 
vision, integrity, and an unwavering commitment to excellence. 
Let us take this opportunity to celebrate our collective achievements and the 
enduring spirit of our department. Here's to another academic year of impact, 
collaboration, and success—and to a bright future ahead under new 
leadership. 



  

 

MSCG & GCGSC Graduates  

  
Master of Global Surgical Care 

Graduate Program Advisor: Dr. Faizal Haji 

Matthew Boroditsky 

Roy Hilzenrat 

Serena Kassam 

  
Graduate Certificate in Global Surgical Care  

Graduate Program Advisor: Dr. Faizal Haji  

Charlotte Allen  

Simon Holland  

Jessica Winter  



 

 
 

Graduating Residents 
 

Cardiac Surgery 
Program Director: Dr. Paul Bui 

Dr. Byron Gottschalk 

General Surgical Oncology  
Program Director: Dr. Jason Park 

Dr. Erika Schmitz 

General Surgery 
Program Co-directors: Drs. Trevor Hamilton and Rebecca 

Warburton 

Dr. Rebecca Afford 

Dr. Victoria Baronas 

Dr. Roy Hilzenrat  

Dr. Lisa Jeffery 

Dr. Daphne Lu 

Dr. Khalil Merali 

Dr. Subin Punnen 

Dr. Christina Schweitzer 

Dr. Betty Wen 

Neurosurgery 
Program Director: Dr. Ash Singhal 

Dr. Michael Rizzuto 

 



  

 

  

 

 
Graduating Residents  

Otolaryngology - Head & Neck Surgery 
Program Director: Dr. Harman Parhar 

Dr. Teffran Chan 

Plastic Surgery 
Program Director: Dr. Alex Seal 

Dr. Travis Gordon 

Dr. Paige Knight 

Radiation Oncology 
Program Director: Dr. Michael Peacock 

Dr. Veronika Killow 

Dr. Gurjit Parmar 

Thoracic Surgery 
Program Director: Dr. James Bond 

Dr. Linda Chang Qu 

Vascular Surgery 
Program Director: Dr. Jon Misskey 

Dr. Sara Al-Adawi 

Dr. Hye Ji (Sally) Choi 



 

 
 

Graduating Clinical Fellows 
Clinical fellows listed have ended (or are expected to end) their training 
program between October 1, 2024, and September 30, 2025.  

Cardiac Surgery 

Dr. Hussain Al Qattan 

Dr. Khalid Mohamed 

Dr. Pawana Chanawangsa 

General Surgery 

Dr.  Mitchell Webb 

Dr. Joseph Tropiano 

Dr. Nicholas Mitrou 

Dr. Alicia Rosenzveig 

Neurosurgery 

Dr. Ananth Peedicayil 

Dr. Chi Hau (David) Tan 

Dr. Bashayer Almohaimeed 

Dr. Intouch Sopchokchai 

Dr. Benjamin Ho 

Dr. Hanan Jaber H Algethami 

Otolaryngology – Head & Neck Surgery 

 Dr. Hannah Poulton 

  Dr. Deanna Gigliotti 



  

 

Graduating Clinical Fellows 
Clinical fellows listed have ended (or are expected to end) their 
training program between October 1, 2024, and September 30, 2025. 

 

Otolaryngology – Head & Neck Surgery 

Dr. Melissa Patry  

Dr. Saeed Alqahtani 

Dr. Joel Howlett 

  Dr. Cornelius Kurten 

  Dr. Anas Gomati 

Dr. Hassan Arishi 

Pediatric Surgery 

Dr. Kaggya Kasumba 

Plastic Surgery 

 Dr. Destiny Links 

Dr. Rob Capstick 

  Dr. Rakesh Gudimella 

Dr. Ognjen Solaja 

  Dr. Julia Lichtenstein 

  Dr. Mieke Heyns 

Radiation Oncology 

Dr. Alcarlo Lenon 



 

 
 

  

Graduating Clinical Fellows 
Clinical fellows listed have ended (or are expected to end) their training 
program between October 1, 2024, and September 30, 2025. 

 

Radiation Oncology 

  Dr. Jose Callueng 

Dr. Marjorie Mae Cua 

  Dr. Sheila Ghosh 

  Dr. Vanessa Di Lalla 

Dr. Wai (Adrian) Chan 

Dr. Sin Ting Chan 

Dr. Das Subhadip 

Dr. Samreen Chaudry 

Thoracic Surgery 

Dr. Arishi Hassan 

Dr. Olivia Tilla Maria Theisen Lauk 

Dr. Higor Silva 

Dr. Jonice Costa 



  

 

 

 

 

Departures   

 Dr.  Rona Cheifetz General Surgery 

 Dr.  James Boyle Plastic Surgery 



 

 
 

 

Department of Surgery Awards 
 

   A.W.D. Bill Knox Memorial Award 

Presented to the surgical resident who demonstrates the highest 
qualities of surgical excellence. 

   I.B. Holubitsky Memorial Award 
Presented to an outstanding graduating resident pursuing 
additional training at another centre. 

   Best Resident Teacher Award 

Awarded to a graduating resident and is voted on by their peers. 

   Garth Warnock Postgraduate Trainee Award 

Presented to a senior surgical resident who demonstrates the 

highest qualities of a well-rounded surgeon. 

   A.D. Forward Postgraduate Faculty Teaching Award 

Presented in recognition of outstanding teaching acclaimed by 
surgical residents. 

   A.D. McKenzie Clinical Teaching Award 

Presented in recognition of outstanding clinical teaching of 
medical students & residents. 

   H.R. Robertson Award for Faculty 

Presented in recognition of outstanding clinical teaching 
acclaimed by undergraduate students. 

   Ennis Award in Medicine for Breast Cancer Treatment 

Presented in recognition of an outstanding breast cancer  
research or treatment 


