Potential Research Topics Collated by the UBC Department of Surgery Respectful Environments,
Diversity and Inclusion Working Group

e What are the disparities in access to surgical care for marginalized communities, and how can
healthcare systems address these inequities?

e How do cultural and linguistic barriers affect patient outcomes in surgical settings, and what
strategies can be implemented to improve communication?

e Do patients experience improved outcomes when discharge material is in their language of
choice?

e Is there areferral bias for X procedure or X patient? (For example, there is a sense that the
harder to scope patients (such as hysterectomy due to scar tissue) are given to women

e What are the experiences of underrepresented minority surgeons in academic medicine, and
how can we promote diversity and inclusion in surgical specialties?

e How do socioeconomic factors influence the likelihood of receiving elective versus emergency
surgical interventions, and what are the implications for health outcomes?

e What are the experiences of LGBTQ+ students in surgical education, and how can institutions
create more inclusive and supportive learning environments?

e  What are the surgical care health disparities experienced by LGBTQ+ individuals, and how can
healthcare providers better address their unique needs?

e What are the educational outcomes for students with disabilities, and how can the Department
of Surgery implement more effective accommodations and support systems?
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